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King, and that Madame d'Argenton should be treated with
every consideration. I pressed M. d'Orleans to let us know
how the King had received him. He replied that the King
had appeared very much surprised, but had spoken coldly. I
comforted him for this disappointment by assuring him that
the King's coldness arose only from his astonishment, and that
in the end all would be well

It would be impossible to describe the joy felt by Besons
and myself at seeing our labours brought to this satisfactory
point. I knew I should make many enemies when the part I
had taken in influencing M. d'Orleans to give up Madame
d'Argenton came to be known, as it necessarily would ; but I
felt I had done rightly, and left the consequences to Providence.
Madame la Duchesse d'Orleans showed me the utmost gratitude
for what I had done. She exhibited, too, so much intelligence,
good sense, and ability, in the conversation I had with her,
that I determined to spare no pains to unite her husband to
her more closely; being firmly persuaded that he would
nowhere find a better counsellor than in her. The surprise of
the whole court, when it became known that M. d'Orleans had
at last separated himself from Madame d'Argenton, was great
indeed. It was only equalled by the vexation of those who
were opposed to him. Of course in this matter I was not
spared. For several days nothing was spoken of but this
rupture, and everywhere I was pointed out as the author of it,
Besons being scarcely alluded to. I parried the thrusts made
at me as well as I could, as much for the purpose of leaving all
the honour to M. d'Orleans, as for the purpose of avoiding the
anger of those who were annoyed with me; and also from a
just fear of showing that I had too much influence over the
mind of a Prince not without faults, and who could not always
be led.

As for Madame d'Argenton, she received the news that her
reign was over with all the consternation, rage, and despair
that might have been expected. Mademoiselle de Chausseraye
was sent by Madame de Maintenon to announce the ill news
to her. When Mademoiselle de Chausseraye arrived at Madame